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Born and raised in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Stairs (1863-1892) attended the Royal Military College in Kingston
before being commissioned in the British army. Wearied of peacetime soldiering, he volunteered in 1887 to
participate in Sir Henry M. Stanley's final trans-African expedition to rescue Emin Pasha, the last of
"Chinese" Gordon's lieutenants in the Sudan. The expedition emerged almost three years later in Zanzibar, a
reluctant Pasha in tow, having left a trail of havoc and suffering behind it. Stairs promptly volunteered for a
second expedition in Africa to secure Katanga for King Leopold II of the Belgians as part of the
controversial Congo Free State. Stairs was a cruel leader, condoning decapitation and mutilation to attain
colonial ends. The expedition succeeded, but at the price of suffering, destruction, and his own life: Stairs
died of malaria at the end of the expedition at the age of twenty-eight. Few diaries of the period convey
better than Stairs's the nature and course of imperialist expeditions in Africa in the nineteenth century and the
psychological and moral corruption caused by absolute power. Stairs's diaries of the Emin Pasha Relief
Expedition present a candid, personal account of the long and arduous venture, including a very unflattering
assessment of Stanley, whom Stairs described as cruel, secretive, and selfish. The Katanga diaries, written as
an official company account of the expedition, were intended partly to provide information useful to those
intent upon exploiting the African hinterland. African Exploits is the most complete published collection of
Stairs's diaries, with a new translation of the Katanga diaries, which no longer exist in the original English.
Roy MacLaren's introduction and conclusion set Stairs's adventures in the colonial context of the era and
analyse the psychological effects of his experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

The book African Exploits: The Diaries of William Stairs, 1887-1892 make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book African
Exploits: The Diaries of William Stairs, 1887-1892 to become your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like available and read a book African Exploits: The Diaries of William Stairs, 1887-1892. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Ruth Ward:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely African Exploits: The Diaries of William Stairs, 1887-1892.

Fred Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually African Exploits: The Diaries of
William Stairs, 1887-1892 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

William Henslee:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like African Exploits:
The Diaries of William Stairs, 1887-1892 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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