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There was a time, five hundred years ago, when science was regarded as an art, and art as a science. And in
the contest between the senses, the ear, through which we had previously received all knowledge and the
word of God, was conquered by the eye, which would henceforth be king. A new breed of painters aimed to
reconcile the world of the senses with that of the mind, and their goal was to conceal themselves in the
details and vanish away, like God. A new way of perceiving was born.

Anita Albus describes the birth and evolution of trompe-l'oeil painting in oils in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and
seventeenth centuries, focusing her attention on works by northern European artists—both major and minor.
As a scholar, she stands in the tradition of Panofsky; as a painter, she is able to see things others have not yet
perceived; as a storyteller, she skillfully describes abstract notions in a vivid and exciting way. Like the
multilayered technique of the Old Masters, her method assumes an ability to distinguish between the
different levels, as well as a talent for synthesizing them.

The first part of the book is devoted to the visibility of the invisible in the art of Jan van Eyck—his visual
effects, perspective, artistic technique, and philosophy. The second and third parts are taken up with
descriptions of the genres of "forest landscape," "still life," and "forest floor." In the midst of butterflies,
bumblebees, and dragonflies, Vladimir Nabokov emerges as final witness to the survival in literature of all
that was condemned to vanish from the fine arts. After a glimpse into the continuing presence of the past and
some conjectures as to the future, the book's final part throws fresh light on the colored grains of the hand-
ground pigments that were lost when artists' materials began to be commercially manufactured in the
nineteenth century.

The Art of Arts is thus both a dazzling cultural history and the story of two explosive inventions: the so-
called third dimension of space through perspective, and the shockingly vivid colors of revolutionary oil
paints. Albus makes abundantly clear how, taken together, these breakthroughs not only created a new art,
but altered forever our perception of the world.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Here thing why this The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Art of Arts: Rediscovering
Painting. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting in e-book can be your option.

Jesse Williams:

This The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting can be one of the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Art of Arts: Rediscovering
Painting giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Shelia Lopez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Mildred Kershner:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Art of Arts: Rediscovering Painting can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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