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Upending the traditional view of modernism as defined by skepticism and emotional detachment, Anthony
Cuda argues for a perspective that emphasizes instead its deep commitment to understanding human
vulnerability, powerlessness, and the unpredictable energies of passion. In The Passions of Modernism, Cuda
explores how four modernist writers--T. S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats, Virginia Woolf, and Thomas Mann--
conceptualize passion, how they dramatize its upheavals and illuminations, and how it affects their ideas
about the creative act.

Cuda argues that many literary scholars have not allowed modernism to get far enough out of control. In this
work he seeks to demonstrate that it was, from its inception, an expression of the desire to relinquish the very
control that its critics mistakenly attribute to it. To this end Cuda examines how several representative
writers confront helplessness and passivity in their work and what this confrontation means for their
conceptions of creativity, consciousness, and the life of emotions. The modernist artistic process, Cuda
suggests, is a register of the mind's encounter with forces beyond its control.

Resuscitating the classical definition of passion from the Latin passio, to be moved or to be acted on, Cuda's
study indicates that the modernist attraction to passivity arises from a desire to gauge the limits of the active
mind and to rethink psychology and aesthetics from the perspective of the moved instead of the mover.
Focusing on well-known texts as well as uncollected and archival materials--such as Yeats's letters and
Eliot's prose--Cuda sheds new light on four canonical writers by examining their work in terms of "passion
scenes," vivid, intense tropes, situated somewhere between exhilaration and terror, that recur with insistent
regularity over an artist's entire career, exerting an unusual psychological force on the creative mind that
conjures them. Cuda also offers a corrective to debates about contemporary poetry and postmodernism by
showing how criticism continues to rely upon misconceptions about affect and impersonality in modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and
Mann. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
the book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Molly Edwards:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and
Mann can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Bassler:

Precisely why? Because this The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Elvis Harris:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.
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