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'The mirror, above all - the mirror is our teacher', wrote Leonardo da Vinci. Portraits are an endless source of
fascination, responding as they do to the basic human impulse to scrutinize a face and strive to peer into the
person behind it. Self-portraits have the added fascination that comes from looking into the mirror and trying
to study one's own face and the elusive self lurking behind its surface. This striking and sensitive compilation
presents an uninterrupted sequence of 500 self-portraits, in chronological order, all the way from ancient
Egypt to the late twentieth century and including painting, drawing, sculpture and photography. The
challenge of interpreting and re-creating their own likenesses has proven irresistible to artists throughout the
ages. Included here are powerfully evocative works by many of the world's greatest painters and sculptors,
from Durer and Rembrandt to Frida Kahlo and Andy Warhol. Each image is both a work of art and a
rigorous exploration in psychology and self-perception: a concept brought to life even by the book's mirrored
jacket, on whose surface the reader's own face becomes the 501st self-portrait. Presented without
commentary, these works speak for themselves: a compelling collection for every student of art and human
nature. The illuminating introduction is by the renowned painter and writer Julian Bell.
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From reader reviews:

David Giles:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name 500 Self-
Portraits suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled 500 Self-Portraitsis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Timothy Holeman:

Why? Because this 500 Self-Portraits is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Tania Arney:

500 Self-Portraits can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing 500 Self-Portraits although doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Margaret Phillips:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The 500 Self-Portraits provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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