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"Thisisnot ahistory of flight. Nor even of ballooning. It is the story of one small, courageous, stubborn,
stylish, and ultimately tragic man. It is not so much a story of science as a story of dreams" (from the
Author's Note). It was for Alberto Santos-Dumont, who could not check his pocket watch because he was
using both hands to steer the balloon, that Louis Cartier, in 1901, created the first wristwatch. The youngest
son of aBrazilian millionaire, he grew up on an isolated coffee plantation devouring (and believing) the
novels of Jules Verne. By the age of eighteen, he wasliving in Paris, at the height of the Belle Epoque, heir
to a huge fortune and determined to make his dreams of flying come true. A renowned playboy, dining at
Maxim's nightly and setting new styles in fashion, he at first frequently crashed his yellow silk airshipsinto
the trees of wealthy friends, such as the Rothchilds, who would set up champagne lunches for him to enjoy
during repairs. But soon he was winning prestigious prizes and being hailed as "the conqueror of the air."
Internationally acclaimed as the first man to fly, he was feted for several yearsin Europe and America--
where he was received at the White House by Teddy Roosevelt--before learning that the Wright Brothers,
whose early efforts had been discounted, had actually preceded him. "Man Flies' tells the tragic, glamorous
story of Alberto Santos-Dumont's career, and later illness, and how this brilliant, colorful, and eccentric
pioneer slipped through the cracks of aviation history while his inventions and imagination continue to
inspireit. "Man Flies" includes black-and-white photographs throughout, an illustrated chronology of the
airships, a chronology of thelife of Santos-Dumont, and an illustrated glossary of ballooning terms.
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From reader reviews:
Michadl Bennett:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Man Fliesis our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Teresita Donahue:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Man Flies suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Man Fliesis one of
several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know previousto. The author explained their plan
in the ssimple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you
alot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Gregory Medina:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Man Flies can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Yolanda Sartain:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Man Flies can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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