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Few nations have produced an intellectual tradition as complex or eclectic as that of China. Evolving
gradually through along, tumultuous history marked by magnificent triumphs and catastrophic defeats, the
wisdom of the "Middle Kingdom" stands today as a testament to the achievements of human culture and
sophistication.

And yet, despite the gradual migration of Chinese thought and cosmology to the West, most of it remains
mysterious or even unknown to Westerners.

This remarkable volume opens a vivid window onto thousands of years of Chinese intellectual endeavor.
From the time-honored sagacity of Confucius to the contemporary words of Deng Xiaoping, The Great
Thoughts of China brings together--for the first time--quotations from the wisest, most insightful voices of
Chinese history. Compiled by one of China's foremost cultural experts, the quotations have been carefully
selected and trandlated for this edition to make them accessible to contemporary readers, while preserving
their original meanings and context. The subjects are universal--art, human nature, politics, knowledge,
military science--and the wisdom is ageless. Each topic is preceded by abrief introduction, placing it within
the greater context of Chinese thought, while biographical profileslend insight into the fascinating lives of
each person quoted. Whether Taoist, Buddhist, Communist, or Confucian, the compelling words and folk
wisdom of China's past and present fill these pages with reason, revelation, and perception.

Here, in one brilliant volume, are the beliefs and convictions that have forged a unique and intriguing
culture. The Great Thoughts of Chinawill enthrall all those captivated by Chinese civilization, philosophy,
and history.

Good government does not win the peopl e as does good education. He who practices good government is
feared by the people; he who gives good education is loved by them. Good government wins the wealth of
the people; good education wins their hearts. Mencius (4th century b.c.)

Moral force never dwellsin solitude; it will always bring neighbors. Confucius (551 - 479 b.c.)

Those who would guestion the present should investigate the past. Those who do not understand what isto
come should look at what has gone before. Guanzi (c. 4th to 2nd century b.c.)

In general, among friends there should be little admonishing and fault-finding, but much directing and
encouraging. Wang Yangming (1472 - 1529)

In enforcing rules and regulations, it is better to be a bit on the strict side; otherwise, they cannot be properly
established. Deng Xiaoping (1904 - )
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

The book The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like abook The
Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That
Shaped a Civilization has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Derek Wire:

Hey guys, do you wishesto finds a new book to see? May be the book with thetitle The Great Thoughts of
China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That
Shaped a Civilizationis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired |ots of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this reserve. Thisbook will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Michael Rodiguez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt ook for book, may be the book untitled The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of
Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Roberta Anglin:

The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving higher effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Great Thoughts of China: 3,000 Y ears of Wisdom That Shaped a Civilization yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that



maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.
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