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Renowned Middle East expert Vali Nasr's bestselling The Shia Revival profoundly transformed the debate
about the Iraq War by unveiling how the Sunni-Shia rift was driving the insurgency. Now, in Forces of
Fortune, Nasr presents a paradigm-changing revelation that will transform the understanding of the Muslim
world at large. He reveals that there is a vital but unseen rising force in the Islamic world -- a new business-
minded middle class -- that is building a vibrant new Muslim world economy and that holds the key to
winning the cold war against Iran and extremists.

His groundbreaking analysis will utterly rewrite the wisdom about how the West can best contend with the
threat of Islamic extremism, as well as about what we can expect from the Muslim world in the future. The
great battle for the soul of Iran, the Arab world, Pakistan, and the entire region will be fought not over
religion, Nasr reveals, but over business and capitalism.

With a deft combination of historical narrative and eye-opening contemporary on-the-ground reporting from
his constant trips to the region, Nasr takes us behind the news, so dominated by the struggle against
extremists and the Taliban, to introduce a Muslim world we've not seen; a Muslim world in which the
balance of power is being reshaped by an upwardly mobile middle class of entrepreneurs, investors,
professionals, and avid consumers -- who can tip the scales away from extremist belligerence. His insights
into the true situations in Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the crucial bright spots of Dubai and Turkey
provide a whole new way of thinking about the troubles and prospects in the region.

Drawing on his in-depth knowledge of the Muslim world's tortured history, he offers a powerful
reassessment of why both extremism and anti-Americanism took hold in the region -- not because of an
inevitable "clash of cultures" or the nature of Islam, but because of the failure of this kind of authentic
middle class to develop in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, largely due to the insidious effects first of
colonialism and then of top-down dictatorial regimes, often supported by the West. He then shows that the
devoutly Islamic yet highly modern Muslims of what he calls the "critical middle" -- in Iran, Pakistan,
Turkey, and the stealth force behind the extraordinary growth of aggressively capitalist Dubai -- are finally
the middle class the region has desperately needed. They are building a whole new economy -- as the middle
classes did in both India and China -- and their distinctive blending of Islam and capitalism is the key to
bringing about lasting reform and to defeating fundamentalism. They are people in the region the West can
and must do business with.

Forces of Fortune offers a transformative understanding of the Muslim world and its possible future that is
sure to spark lively debate and to play a vital role in bringing about a sea change in thinking about the
conflict with Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Beeler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Rise of Islamic Capitalism: Why the
New Muslim Middle Class Is the Key to Defeating Extremism (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Free
Press)) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Rise of Islamic
Capitalism: Why the New Muslim Middle Class Is the Key to Defeating Extremism (Council on Foreign
Relations Books (Free Press)) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Michael Canton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. The Rise of Islamic Capitalism: Why the New Muslim Middle Class Is the Key to
Defeating Extremism (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Free Press)) can be your answer because it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Gary Wilson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Rise of Islamic Capitalism: Why the New Muslim
Middle Class Is the Key to Defeating Extremism (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Free Press)). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Darrel Mason:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
The Rise of Islamic Capitalism: Why the New Muslim Middle Class Is the Key to Defeating Extremism
(Council on Foreign Relations Books (Free Press)). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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