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The long-awaited memoirs of New Directions' founder.

James Laughlin, the late founder and publisher of New Directions, was also a poet of elegance and
distinction. At his death in 1997 at the age of eighty-three, he left unfinished his long autobiographical poem,
Byways. It is no exaggeration to say that his publishing house, which he began in 1936 while still an
undergraduate at Harvard, changed the way Americans read and write serious literature. Yet the man who
published some of the greatest writers of the twentieth century remained resistant for most of his life to the
memoiristic impulse. In the end he found his autobiographical voice by adopting the swift-moving line of
Kenneth Rexroth's booklength philosophical poem, The Dragon and the Unicorn (1952).

Byways weaves together family history (the Laughlins were wealthy Pittsburgh steel magnates), the poet's
early memories and travels in Europe and America with his playboy father, his years at Harvard, first
meetings with Pound, the beginning of his publishing venture, his reminiscences of close friendships with
writers including W.C. Williams, Thomas Merton, and Kenneth Rexroth, his postwar work in Europe and
Asia with the Ford Foundation as publisher of its international literary magazine, Perspectives, and not least,
his many early loves.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dyar:

The book Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Byways: A Memoir By
James Laughlin to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
publication Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jeffery Herring:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time coming to
an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely Byways:
A Memoir By James Laughlin.

Wesley Mansour:

Beside this particular Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Audra Yoder:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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