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.In Our Right to Drugs, Thomas Szasz shows that our present drug war started at the beginning of this
century, when the American government first assumed the task of protecting people from patent medicines.
By the end of World War I, however, the free market in drugs was but a dim memory, if that. Instead of
dwelling on the familiar impracticality or unfairness of our drug laws, Szasz demonstrates the deleterious
effects of prescription laws which place people under lifelong medical tutelage. The result is that most
Americans today prefer a coercive and corrupt command drug economy to a free market in drugs.

Throughout the book, Szasz stresses the consequences of the fateful transformation of the central aim of
American drug prohibitions from protecting us from being fooled by misbranded drugs to protecting us from
harming ourselves by self-medication--defined as drug abuse. And he reminds us that the choice between
self-control and state coercion applies to all areas of our lives, drugs being but one of the theaters in which
this perennial play may be staged. A free society, Szasz emphasizes, cannot endure if its citizens reject the
values of self-discipline and personal responsibility and if the state treats adults as if they were naughty
children. In a no-holds-barred examination of the implementation of the War on Drugs, Szasz shows that
under the guise of protecting the vulnerable members of our society--especially children, blacks, and the
sick--our government has persecuted and injured them. Leading politicians persuade parents to denounce
their children, and encourage children to betray their parents and friends--behavior that subverts family
loyalties and destroys basic human decency. And instead of protecting blacks and Hispanics from dangerous
drugs, this holy war has allowed us to persecute them, not as racists but as therapists--working selflessly to
bring about a drug-free America. Last but not least, to millions of sick Americans, the War on Drugs has
meant being deprived of the medicines they want-- because the drugs are illegal, unapproved here though
approved abroad, or require a prescription a physician may be afraid to provide. The bizarre upshot of our
drug policy is that many Americans now believe they have a right to die, which they will do anyway, while
few believe they have a right to drugs, even though that does not mean they have to take any. Often jolting,
always stimulating, Our Right to Drugs is likely to have the same explosive effect on our ideas about drugs
and drug laws as, more than thirty years ago, The Myth of Mental Illness had on our ideas about insanity and
psychiatry.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free Market. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Our
Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free Market. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Rodney Sierra:

The ability that you get from Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free Market is the more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free Market giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a
Free Market instantly.

Diana Pearson:

The book with title Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free Market has lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Kathryn Kern:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Our Right to Drugs: The Case for a Free
Market. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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