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Royal Gardens explores the development of Chinese imperial gardens, from the Shang dynasty to the Qing
dynasty. In ancient China, garden architecture developed from a primitive state to to a highly sophisticated
endeavor, with natural beauty reigning as the main theme of garden building. The size and opulence of
imperial gardensincreased dramatically as time passed. Gardens were conceived as hunting grounds for
emperors, but gradually evolved into sanctuaries for rest, relaxation and meditation. Therefore, imperial
gardens are generally located in or near seats of Imperial power.

As China developed politically and economically, the accumulation of wealth made the building of a great
variety of gardens possible. In these gardens, royal familiesindulged in avariety of activities, such as
playing chess, giving banquets, and holding hunting parties. Due to the passing of time and destruction from
war, most of the imperia gardens no longer exist today. Some from the Ming and Qing dynasties have been
well preserved, and many of those are depicted here, with exquisite photography and detailed

descriptions. Royal Gardens includes 131 color photographs, 16 illustrations and figures, and 2 maps,
including paintings and drawings of ancient gardens, layout plans of royal summer palaces, and gorgeous
photography of the natural beauty of China. Cheng Liyao provides the reader with detailed descriptions of
various imperial gardens, offering great insight into an important part of Chinese architecture.
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From reader reviews:
Benjamin Chambers:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family
(Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long
as we know about how isimportant any book Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family
(Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture). Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world
by just abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou should
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Marlon Hood:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
guestion because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of
the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) to read.

Mary Andrade:

The reason? Because this Royal Gardens:. Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient
Chinese Architecture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | have been you |
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Ledie James:

Y ou will get this Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese
Architecture) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are



still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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