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For millennia the mighty giant tortoises lived in isolation on remote oceanic islands such as the Gal apagos,
Seychelles and Mauritius. Then in the sixteenth century sailors discovered that they were good to eat, and
their strategic location led to a wholesale plunder of their population by passing ships.

Later, many Victorian scientists became fascinated with these creatures, directly inspiring the first
understanding of ecology and biogeography and Darwin's theory of natural selection. The giant tortoise was
also the subject of the world's first conservation fight in the 1870s. Indeed many peopl€'s lives have been
touched by these gentle giants. The French were happy to surrender the island of Mauritiusin 1810, but
baulked at handing over their mascot tortoise, and the British and American governments were forced to
concede the tortoises in amajor Cold War incident. The twentieth century saw the establishment of wildlife
reserves in the Galapagos and elsewhere, but it has been too late for many species. However, modern
genetics has been able to track down members of what were once believed to be extinct populations.

A Sheltered Lifeis afascinating look at one of the world's strangest and most wondrous animals--whose
significance in modern science and culture cannot be underestimated.
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From reader reviews:
Robin Martz:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or thisfor al peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected
History of the Giant Tortoise. All type of book would you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Ronald Stallings:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especidly fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise, you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Ann Mickey:

The book untitled A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise contain alot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site aswell as
order it. Have a nice examine.

Mar garet Thompson:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related isjust
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of books
inthetop list in your reading list will be A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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