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The story of Jamie Bérubé sjourney to adulthood and a meditation on disability in American life

Published in 1996, Life as We Know It introduced Jamie Bérubé to the world as a sweet, bright, gregarious
little boy who loves the Beatles, pizza, and making lists. When heis asked in his preschool class what he
would like to be when he grows up, he responds with one word: big. At four, heislike many kids his age,
but his Down syndrome prevents most people from seeing him as anything but disabled.

Twenty years later, Jamieis no longer little, though he still jams to the Beatles, eats pizza, and makes endless
lists of everything—from the sixty-seven counties of Pennsylvania (in alphabetical order, from memory) to
the various opponents of the wrestler known as the Undertaker.

In Life as Jamie Knows It, Michael Bérubé chronicles his son’s journey to adulthood and his growing
curiosity and engagement with the world. Writing as both a disability studies scholar and a father, he follows
Jamie through his social and academic experiences in school, his evolving relationships with his parents and
brother, Nick, his encounters with illness, and the complexities of entering the workforce with adisability.
As Jamie matures, his parents acknowledge his entitlement to a personal sense of independence, whether that
means riding the bus home from work on his own, taking himself to a Y ankees game, or deciding which
parts of his story are solely histo share.

With a combination of stirring memoir and sharp intellectual inquiry, Bérubé tangles with bioethicists,
politicians, philosophers, and anyone else who sees disability as an impediment to alife worth living. Far
more than the story of an exceptional child growing up to be “big,” Life as Jamie Knows It challenges us to
rethink how we approach disability and is a passionate call for moving toward a more just, more inclusive
society.
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From reader reviews:
Floyd Goshorn:

Within other casg, little folks like to read book Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up.

Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
some sort of book Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up. Y ou can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open abook or searching by internet device. Itis
called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Eileen Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading behavior
giveyou lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Life as Jamie Knows It:
An Exceptional Child Grows Up iskind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Olive:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Life as Jamie Knows It:
An Exceptional Child Grows Up can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Rosalva Nichols:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Life as Jamie Knows It: An
Exceptional Child Grows Up or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher aswell as
students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up to make
your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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