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Song in an Age of Discord is a companion volume to the author's trang ation of The Journal of Socho, the
travel diary and poetic memoir of Saiokuken Socho (1448-1532), the preeminent linked-verse (renga) poet
of his generation. The Journal—which records severa journeys that Socho made between Kyoto and Suruga
Province during the tumultuous Age of the Country at War—is unparalleled in the literature of the period for
its range of commentary and freshness of detail, and for itsimpressive array of literary genres, including
more than 600 poems.

The present volume opens with an overview of the author's life and times, and explores the rel ationships
between politics, patronage, and the creative processin late medieval Japan. Raised in the service of afeudal
lord in Suruga Province, Socho subsequently became the devoted student of the renga master Sogi and the
iconoclastic Zen monk Ikkyu, avariety of influences clearly visible in hisjournal. Socho lived in an erain
which established values and hierarchies were being questioned, and his journal reflects his own testing of
traditional literary boundaries.

Subsequent chapters read the journal in terms of the standard norms of genres that Socho appropriated and
reinterpreted in fashioning his own literary persona. The norms of medieval eremitic literature are presented
viaworks by two other noted linked-verse poets, Shinkei and Shohaku, and those of travel literature are set
forth in travel diaries by Socho's teacher Sogi, who also supplied the template for Socho's orthodox (ushin)
poetry.

The comic and unorthodox haikai verse of Y amazaki Sokan serves as a point of comparison for Socho's
frequent excursions into that genre. Unlike other orthodox renga masters, Socho maintained parallel interests
in composing and preserving haikai poetry, and he contributed much to that evolving art form. Throughout,
Song in an Age of Discord illustrates the dialogue Socho pursued with his literary and cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:
Harriet White:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This Song in an Age of Discord:
The Journal of Socho and Poetic Lifein Late Medieval Japan is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Margarito Rone:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of
Socho and Poetic Lifein Late Medieval Japan is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Guenther:

The e-book with title Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Lifein Late Medieval
Japan has lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Maurice Conner:

The particular book Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Lifein Late Medieval
Japan has alot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage.
The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.
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