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Michael Gross is the preeminent chronicler of America’s rich and powerful, most recently in 740
Park and Rogues’ Gallery.Now, he goes west to uncover the very secret history of Los Angeles, specifically
those wealthiest and most private of enclaves— Beverly Hills, Bel Air, Holmby Hills, and Beverly
Park—through their most mind-boggling estates, and the fascinating, fabulous folks who created and
populate them. 
            Gross begins his epic tale with the sordid mob-driven history of the newest mega-mansion district in
L.A., Beverly Park, (home to among others Magic Johnson, Barry Bonds, Rod Stewart, Mark Wahlberg,
Reba McIntyre, Faith Hill and Tim McGraw, Samuel L. Jackson, Sly Stallone, Richard Zanuck, and relatives
of an Indonesian dictator and Saudi Arabia’s king). He then flashes back to the creation of this fabled
district, built on dusty lima bean fields and carved out of the rugged impassible mountains between the city
and the sea. Using the century-long evolution from adobe huts to $100 million mansions as the baseline of
the story, he reveals how a few powerful and often ruthless oil and railroad magnates imposed their idyllic
vision of the good life on the Los Angeles landscape to create the legendary communities known as the
Platinum Triangle.
            Gross goes on to give vivid, riveting accounts of the most lavish of the many lavish houses that
started springing up almost immediately (with only a brief slowdown during the Depression). But the stories
of these homes are just a window onto the lives of their owners and occupants over the course of the
twentieth century, and onto the bigger story of a people and a storied region that have become, in Gross’s
words, “the Mecca of self-invention.”
            As one might imagine, there is a truly glittering cast of characters. Apart from the many Hollywood
stars who have passed through these houses—Douglas Fairbanks Jr., Harold Lloyd, Marilyn Monroe, Jayne
Mansfield, George Hamilton, Tony Curtis, Cher, to name just a few—you will meet decadent Spanish land-
grant families, desperado oilmen and railroad titans, the country’s first all-powerful corporate legends, con
men and pyramid schemers, porn magnates, and Arab potentates, not to mention contemporary tabloid
luminaries from the worlds of business and entertainment. Taken altogether, their stories read like a cross
between Valley of the Dolls, Hollywood Babylon, and Gross’s own 740 Park—with a little of the
film Chinatown thrown in too. 
            Los Angeles provides Michael Gross with his broadest canvas yet; Unreal Estate will surprise,
fascinate, and most of all entertain you with a story you don’t know about a place you think you do. 
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Miller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Unreal Estate: Money,
Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have other opinion?

Samara Reed:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Unreal Estate: Money,
Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Phyllis Smith:

This Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles tend to be reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust
for Land in Los Angeles can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los
Angeles forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jerry Bonner:

You will get this Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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