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When the Second World War broke out, ballet in Britain was only a few decades old. Few had imagined that
it would establish roots in a nation long thought to be unresponsive to dance. Nevertheless, the war proved to
be a boon for ballet dancers, choreographers and audiences, for the nation's dancers were forced to look
inward to their own identity and sources of creativity. As author Karen Eliot demonstrates in this fascinating
book, instead of withering during the enforced isolation of war, ballet in Britain flourished, exhibiting a
surprising heterogeneity and vibrant populism that moved ballet outside its typical elitist surroundings to be
seen by uninitiated, often enthusiastic audiences. Ballet was thought to help boost audience morale, to render
solace to the soul-weary and to afford entertainment and diversion to those who simply craved a few hours of
distraction. Government authorities came to see that ballet could serve as a tool of propaganda; the ways it
functioned within the larger public discourse of propaganda and sacrifice, and how it answered a public
mood of pragmatism and idealism, are also topics in this story of the development of a national ballet
identity. This narrative has several key players-- dance critics, male and female dancers, producers,
audiences, and choreographers. Exploring the so-called "ballet boom" during WWII, the larger story of this
book is one of how art and artists thrive during conflict, and how they respond pragmatically and creatively
to privation and duress.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Albion's Dance: British Ballet during the Second World
War this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited
all of you.

Jill Goulet:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Albion's Dance: British Ballet during the Second World War.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Brenda Lee:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Albion's Dance: British Ballet during the Second
World War can make you feel more interested to read.

Randi Adams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Albion's Dance: British Ballet during the Second World War when you necessary it?
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