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John Dewey's classical pragmatism, Daniel M. Savage asserts, can be used to provide a self-development-
based justification of liberal democracy that shows the current debate between liberal individualism and
republican communitarianism to be based largely on a set of pseudoproblems.

            

From Dewey's classical pragmatism, Savage derives a conception of individual autonomy that, while
meeting all of the criteria for a conception of autonomy, does not, as the dominant Kantian variant does,
require transcendence from any particular language community. The Deweyan conception of autonomy that
Savage derived from classical pragmatism, in fact, requires that the individual be situated within a context of
cultural beliefs. Savage argues that this particular conception of autonomy is necessary if one wants to
conceive of life, as communitarians do, as a quest for the good life within a social context.

            

Thus, Savage constructs a conception of autonomy that consists of a set of intellectual virtues, each of which
can be understood, like Aristotle's moral virtues, as a mean between two extremes (or vices). The virtue of
critical reflection is the mean between the vices of dogmatism on the one hand and philosophical skepticism
on the other. The virtue of creative individuality is the mean between the opposing vices of conformity and
eccentricity. Finally, the virtue of sociability is the mean between the extremes of docility and rebelliousness.

            

The three virtues together provide a natural method of adapting to change. The method is natural because it
is in accord with a continuous cycle of activity—tension/movement/harmony—that is generic to all living
things, Dewey's method of adapting to change requires, in both the individual and in the community, the
synthesis of integrating and differentiating forces.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book John Dewey's Liberalism: Individual,
Community, and Self-Development. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Steven Hackett:

Often the book John Dewey's Liberalism: Individual, Community, and Self-Development will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book John Dewey's Liberalism: Individual,
Community, and Self-Development is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Phyllis Thompson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The John Dewey's Liberalism: Individual, Community, and Self-Development provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Andrew Hulbert:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This John Dewey's Liberalism:
Individual, Community, and Self-Development can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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