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Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto, premodern Europe's three greatest comic poets, found abundant cause for
laughter in the foibles and follies of human desire. Yet they also excelled at the dangerous game of
skewering the elites on whom they depended for patronage. The resulting depictions of addled lovers and
rattled rulers create a unique dynamic of trenchant critique wrapped in amusing, enlightening, and disturbing
fantasy, an achievement hailed as serio ludere, serious play, by Renaissance theorists.

Through an imaginative analysis of Ovid's amatory poetry, Chaucer's dream poems and excerpts from the
Canterbury Tales, and Ariosto's epic Orlando Furioso, Robert W. Hanning illuminates the contrast and
continuities in often hilarious, always empathetic representations of bungled desire and thwarted political
authority. He also documents the response of all three poets to the "authority" of cultural predecessors and
poetic convention. Each poet lived through exciting times (Augustan Rome, late-medieval London, and
high-Renaissance Italy, respectively) and their outsider-insider status links them as memorable speakers of
comedic truth to power. Providing fresh perspectives on Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto within their rich
historical moments, Serious Play isolates the elements that make their work so appealing centuries after they
lived, observed, and wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto
(Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Serious Play: Desire and Authority
in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of
Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Dominic Loflin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Serious Play: Desire and Authority in
the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of
Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Andrew Murphy:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the
Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) can be the reply, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jesse Mansell:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



searching for the Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard
Hastings Schoff Lectures) when you needed it?
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