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Collected and highly valued all over the world, Navajo weaving has been the subject of many aesthetic and
historic studies. Grounded in archival research and cultural and economic approaches, this new book situates
Navajo weavers within the economic history of the Southwest and debunks the romantic stereotypes of
weavers and traders that have dominated the literature.

Beginning with an analysis of trader archives revealing that nearly all Navajo textiles were wholesaled by
weight until the 1960s, M'Closkey scrutinizes the complex interactions among artists, dealers, collectors, and
museum curators that have facilitated the explosion in value of those old weavings. She also examines the
production of Mexican copies of Navajo-style rugs, which in recent years has combined with the market for
pre-1950 textiles to diminish the demand for contemporary Navajo weavings. Navajo patterns, she points
out, remain unprotected by copyright because traditional designs have been in the public domain for decades.

Much of the exploitation M'Closkey delineates has been justified by the ethnographic classification of
functional textiles as nonsacred crafts. But the author's conversations with Navajo weavers suggest that their
motivations for weaving go far beyond economics. Weavers' feelings for hozho, the Navajo concept of
harmonious beauty, encompass far more than any western concept of aesthetics. M'Closkey shows that the
weavers' views of their work are marginalized when the work is treated as a collectible craft and culture is
split from commodity.

No one who studies, collects, sells, or enjoys Navajo textiles (either genuine or knock-offs) can ignore this
book. Sure to be controversial, it will be important reading for anyone concerned with the merchandising of
Indian art.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of
Arizona Southwest Center Series). Try to make book Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo
Weaving (University of Arizona Southwest Center Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to become
your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Paul Birch:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden
History of Navajo Weaving (University of Arizona Southwest Center Series) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or
reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Arielle Griffin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo
Weaving (University of Arizona Southwest Center Series) can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Adrian White:

The book untitled Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of Arizona
Southwest Center Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site



as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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