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City blue laws drove the liquor trade and its customers—hard-drinking lumberjacks, pensioners, farmhands,
and railroad workers—into the oldest quarter of Minneapolis. In the fifty-cent-a-night flophouses of the
city’s Gateway District, they slept in cubicles with ceilings of chicken wire. In rescue missions, preachers
and nuns tried to save their souls. Sociology researchers posing as vagrants studied them. And in their midst
John Bacich, aka Johnny Rex, who owned a bar, a liquor store, and a cage hotel, documented the gritty
neighborhood’s last days through photographs and film of his clientele.

The King of Skid Row follows Johnny Rex into this vanished world that once thrived in the heart of
Minneapolis. Drawing on hours of interviews conducted in the three years before Bacich’s death in 2012,
James Eli Shiffer brings to life the eccentric characters and strange events of an American skid row.
Supplemented with archival and newspaper research and his own photographs, Bacich’s stories re-create the
violent, alcohol-soaked history of a city best known for its clean, progressive self-image. His life captures the
seamy, richly colorful side of the city swept away by a massive urban renewal project in the early 1960s and
gives us, in a glimpse of those bygone days, one of Minneapolis’s most intriguing figures—spinning some of
its most enduring and enthralling tales.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

With other case, little people like to read book The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years
of Old Minneapolis. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's read.

Regina Noble:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The King of Skid Row: John Bacich
and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeffrey Haller:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of
Old Minneapolis. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Linda Matthews:

You can find this The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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