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Rolling Stone compared it to melted caramel, and Miles Davis compared it to his horn.

Chaka Khan's scorchingly soulful voice first dazzled most of us back in 1974 with Rufus and "Tell Me
Something Good," and most recently in her Grammy Award-winning performance in Standing in the
Shadows of Motown, singing "What's Going On?" with the Funk Brothers. Over the years, she's had twelve
number-one hits and nine number-one albums. Over one hundred appearances on the Billboard charts.
Nineteen Grammy nominations and eight Grammy wins. Her achievements in the music industry are
legendary, and like her twenty albums, they're well-known to the public.

But the private side of Chaka, the story of what fame and fortune have cost her-- and taught her-- hasn't been
told before. In Chaka! Through the Fire, Chaka Khan gives us the whole story of the woman behind the diva
and reveals her high and low points. A happy early childhood in a loving, creative home was shattered by
escalating fights between her parents. When they finally split, Chaka's father disappeared without even a
goodbye, leaving Chaka bewildered, bereft, and blaming her mother. She reconnected with her dad in her
teens, finding that he was as liberal and permissive a parent as her mother was strict. Chaka started
experimenting with drugs and joined the Black Panthers. Soon after, she fronted for a band called Rufus.

They hit it big with "Tell Me Something Good," and Chaka's stardom was launched. But life on the road was
grueling, and as the years went by, the pressures grew. Chaka turned to alcohol and drugs to numb the pain
of failed relationships, the guilt of leaving her kids to be raised by Grandma, the resentment she felt about the
exhausting demands of her career. It wasn't until things got very bad that she started to see the patterns. All
the things she had suffered through in her childhood and swore never to do to her kids-- well, she was doing
them.

That's when she began the work of turning it all around. These days, she's still a musical powerhouse, but
she's making sure there's time for family, too. She's drug-free. She's started her own record label and has also
started a foundation to help women and children in need. Remarkably, Chaka has remained a true wild child
despite all the changes: a fiercely independent woman who never compromised her spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Chaka! Through the Fire. Try to stumble through book
Chaka! Through the Fire as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Bill Underhill:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chaka! Through the Fire book since this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Charles:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Chaka! Through the Fire, you can
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kim Marshall:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Chaka! Through the Fire why because the great cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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