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This deathbed memoir by Dr. Paul H. Johnstone, former senior analyst in the Strategic Weapons Evaluation
Group (WSEG) in the Pentagon and a co-author of The Pentagon Papers, provides an authoritative analysis
of the implications of nuclear war that remain insurmountable today. Indeed, such research has been kept
largely secret, with the intention “not to alarm the public” about what was being cooked up. This is the story
of how U.S. strategic planners in the 1950s and 1960s worked their way to the conclusion that nuclear war
was unthinkable. It drives home these key understandings: • That whichever way you look at it -- and this
book shows the many ways analysts tried to skirt the problem -- nuclear war means mutual destruction • That
Pentagon planners could accept the possibility of totally destroying another nation, while taking massive
destructive losses ourselves, and still conclude that “we would prevail”. • That the supposedly “scientific
answers” provided to a wide range of unanswerable questions are of highly dubious standing. • That official
spheres neglect anything near a comparable effort to understand the “enemy” point of view, rather than to
annihilate him, or to use such understanding to make peace. Dr. Johnstone’s memoirs of twenty years in the
Pentagon tell that story succinctly, coolly and objectively. He largely lets the facts speak for themselves,
while commenting on the influence of the Cold War spirit of the times and its influence on decision-makers.
Johnstone writes: “Theorizing about nuclear war was a sort of virtuoso exercise in creating an imaginary
world wherein all statements must be consistent with each other, but nothing need be consistent with reality
because there was no reality to be checked against.” While remaining highly secret – so much so that Dr.
Johnstone himself was denied access to what he had written – these studies had a major impact on official
policy. They contributed to a shift from the notion that the United States could inflict “massive retaliation”
on its Soviet enemy to recognition that a nuclear exchange would bring about Mutual Assured Destruction
(MAD). The alarming truth today is that these lessons seem to have been forgotten in Washington, just as
United States policy has become as hostile to Russia as it was toward the Soviet Union during the Cold War.
U.S. foreign policy is pursuing hostile encirclement of two major nuclear powers, Russia and China. Without
public debate, apparently without much of any public interest, the United States is preparing to allocate a
trillion dollars over the next thirty years to modernize its entire nuclear arsenal. It is as if all that was once
understood about the danger of nuclear war has been forgotten.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Russo:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the From MAD to Madness: Inside
Pentagon Nuclear War Planning is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Christina Lazarus:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book From MAD to Madness: Inside Pentagon Nuclear War Planning it
is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Dominic Maddock:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From MAD to Madness: Inside
Pentagon Nuclear War Planning can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Betty Johnston:

You may get this From MAD to Madness: Inside Pentagon Nuclear War Planning by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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