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This volume begins with the general assumption that suspense is a major criterion for both an audience's
selection and evaluation of entertaining media offerings. This assumption is supported not only by the
popularity of suspenseful narratives, but also by the reasons users give for their actual choice of media
contents. Despite this, there is no satisfying theory to describe and explain what suspense actually is, how
exactly it is caused by films or books, and what kind of effect it has on audiences. This book's main objective
is to provide that theory by bringing together scholars from different disciplines who are working on the
issue. The editors' goal is to reflect the "state of the art" as much as it is to highlight and encourage further
developments in this area.

There are two ways of approaching the problem of describing and explaining suspense: an analysis of
suspenseful texts or the reception process. Researchers who follow the more text-oriented approach identify
the uncertainty of the narrative outcome, the threat or danger for the protagonist, the play with time delay, or
other factors as important and necessary for the production of suspense. The more reception-oriented scholar
focuses on the cognitive activities of audiences, readers' expectations, the curiosity of onlookers, their
emotions, and their relationships with the protagonists. A correspondence between the two seems to be quite
difficult, though necessary to determine.

Both perspectives are important in order to describe and explain suspense. Thus, the editors utilize the thesis
that suspense is an activity of the audience (reader, onlooker, etc.) that is related to specific features and
characteristics of the text (books, films, etc.). Their question is: What kind of relation? The answer comes
from finding out how, why, and which elements of the text cause effects that are experienced as suspense.

Scholars from semiotics, literary criticism, cultural studies, and film theory assess the problem from a text-
oriented point of view, dealing primarily with the how and which. Other scholars present the psychological
perspective by focusing on the cognitive and emotional processes that underlie viewers' experience of
suspense; that is, the reception theory tries to answer the question of why suspenseful texts may be
experienced as they are.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Griego:

The book Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge
Communication Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses,
and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open up and read a guide Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses,
and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Kevin Porter:

The publication untitled Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations
(Routledge Communication Series) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication
Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Vivian Regan:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Suspense: Conceptualizations,
Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication
Series) become your own starter.

Jesus Geist:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical
Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series).
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