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In modern Chinese Buddhism, Dizang is especially popular as the sovereign of the underworld. Often
represented as a monk wearing aroyal crown, Dizang helps the deceased faithful navigate the complex
underworld bureaucracy, avert the punitive terrors of hell, and arrive at the happy realm of rebirth. The
author is concerned with the formative period of this important Buddhist deity, before his underworldly
aspect eclipses his connections to other religious expressions and at a time when the art, mythology,
practices, and texts of his cult were still replete with possibilities. She begins by problematizing the reigning
model of Dizang, one that proposes an evolution of gradual sinicization and increasing vulgarization of a
relatively unknown Indian bodhisattva, Ksitigarbha, into a Chinese deity of the underworld. Such a model,
the author argues, obscures the many-faceted personality and iconography of Dizang. Rejecting it, she
deploys a broad array of materials (art, epigraphy, ritual texts, scripture, and narrative literature) to
recomplexify Dizang and restore (as much as possible from the fragmented historical sources) what this
figure meant to Chinese Buddhists from the sixth to tenth centuries.

Rather than privilege any one genre of evidence, the author treats both material artifacts and literary works,
canonical and noncanonical sources. Adopting an archaeological approach, she excavates motifs from and
finds resonances across disparate genres to paint a vibrant, detailed picture of the medieval Dizang cult.
Through her analysis, the cult, far from being an isolated phenomenon, is revealed as integrally woven into
the entire fabric of Chinese Buddhism, functioning as a kal eidoscopic lens encompassing a multivalent
religio-cultural assimilation that resists the usual bifurcation of doctrine and practice or "elite" and "popular”
religion.

The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva presents a fascinating wealth of material on the persondlity,
iconography, and lore associated with the medieval Dizang. It elucidates the complex cultura, religious, and
social forces shaping the florescence of this savior cult in Tang China while simultaneously addressing
several broader theoretical issues that have preoccupied the field. Zhiru not only questions the use of
sinicization as alens through which to view Chinese Buddhist history, she also brings both canonical and
noncanonical literature into dialogue with a body of archaeological remains that has been ignored in the
study of East Asian Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:
David Russell:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Kuroda Studiesin East
Asian Buddhism) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find theinfo
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer regarding The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China
(Kuroda Studies in East Asian Buddhism) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So, do
you even now thinking The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Kuroda Studiesin
East Asian Buddhism) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sar ah Johnson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in
Medieval China (Kuroda Studiesin East Asian Buddhism), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on itsreferred to as reading friends.

Christopher Gaul:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Kuroda Studiesin East Asian Buddhism)
offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Michael L ockwood:

This The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Kuroda Studiesin East Asian
Buddhism) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
bit of digest in reading this The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Kuroda Studies
in East Asian Buddhism) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by



anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book isthe answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and knowledge.
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