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Today many view Sigmund Freud as an elitist whose psychoanalytic treatment was reserved for the
intellectually and financially advantaged. However, in this new work Elizabeth Ann Danto presents a
strikingly different picture of Freud and the early psychoanalytic movement. Danto recovers the neglected
history of Freud and other analysts' intense social activism and their commitment to treating the poor and
working classes.

Danto's narrative begins in the years following the end of World War I and the fall of the Habsburg Empire.
Joining with the social democratic and artistic movements that were sweeping across Central and Western
Europe, analysts such as Freud, Wilhelm Reich, Erik Erikson, Karen Horney, Erich Fromm, and Helene
Deutsch envisioned a new role for psychoanalysis. These psychoanalysts saw themselves as brokers of social
change and viewed psychoanalysis as a challenge to conventional political and social traditions. Between
1920 and 1938 and in ten different cities, they created outpatient centers that provided free mental health
care. They believed that psychoanalysis would share in the transformation of civil society and that these new
outpatient centers would help restore people to their inherently good and productive selves.

Drawing on oral histories and new archival material, Danto offers vivid portraits of the movement's central
figures and their beliefs. She explores the successes, failures, and challenges faced by free institutes such as
the Berlin Poliklinik, the Vienna Ambulatorium, and Alfred Adler's child-guidance clinics. She also
describes the efforts of Wilhelm Reich's Sex-Pol, a fusion of psychoanalysis and left-wing politics, which
provided free counseling and sex education and aimed to end public repression of private sexuality.

In addition to situating the efforts of psychoanalysts in the political and cultural contexts of Weimar
Germany and Red Vienna, Danto also discusses the important treatments and methods developed during this
period, including child analysis, short-term therapy, crisis intervention, task-centered treatment, active
therapy, and clinical case presentations. Her work illuminates the importance of the social environment and
the idea of community to the theory and practice of psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Freud's Free Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social
Justice, 1918-1938 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Malcolm Khan:

The event that you get from Freud's Free Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social Justice, 1918-1938 is the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Freud's Free Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social
Justice, 1918-1938 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Freud's
Free Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social Justice, 1918-1938 instantly.

Jennifer Ruiz:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read will be Freud's Free Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social Justice, 1918-1938.

Michelle Shaw:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine. Freud's Free
Clinics: Psychoanalysis and Social Justice, 1918-1938 can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.
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