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'Wilkinson's prose is vigorous, direct, and often very funny ... There is not a dull page in the book. At
the same time, its purpose is entirely serious ... There could scarcely be a better way of drawing the
non-specialist reader into the intricate world of seventeenth-century France.' – History Review

This lively and accessible biography focuses on Louis' personal life while keeping the needs of the history
student at the forefront, featuring analysis of Louis' wider significance in history and the surrounding
historiography.

A narrative account of Louis' life, this study proposes that the Sun King's reign and legacy cannot be fully
understood without a detailed analysis of Louis' private life and personality, including his upbringing and his
many lovers. Louis' relations with his closest family set the tone for the treatment of his French subjects and
for his foreign policy towards the rest of Europe.

This book balances the undeniable cultural achievements of the reign against the realities of Louis' egotism
and argues that, when viewed critically, Louis' rule (1643–1715) personified the disadvantages of absolute
monarchy and inexorably led to social and political blunders resulting in the suffering of millions. Richard
Wilkinson demonstrates that while Louis excelled as a self publicist, he fell far short of being a great
monarch.

A must read for all students and those with a general interest in one of history's most colourful rulers.
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From reader reviews:

Stella Carpenter:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) content conveys the idea easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such
as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Gerald Sosa:

The guide with title Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) includes a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Ruth Little:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Louis XIV (Routledge Historical
Biographies) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Louis XIV
(Routledge Historical Biographies) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Henry Jones:

The book untitled Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you
in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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