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In 1939 Swiss travel writer and journalist Ella K. Maillart set off on an epic journey from Geneva to Kabul
with fellow writer Annemarie Schwarzenbach in a brand new Ford. As the first European women to travel
alone on Afghanistan’s Northern Road, Maillart and Schwarzenbach had a rare glimpse of life in Iran and
Afghanistan at a time when their borders were rarely crossed by Westerners. As the two flash across Europe
and the Near East in a streak of élan and daring, Maillart writes of comical mishaps, breathtaking landscapes,
vitriolic religious clashes, and the ingenuity with which the women navigated what was often a dangerous
journey. In beautiful, clear-eyed prose, The Cruel Way shows Maillart’s great ability to explore and
experience other cultures in writing both lyrical and deeply empathetic.

While the core of the book is the journey itself and their interactions with people oppressed by political
conflict and poverty, towards the end of the trip the women’s increasingly troubled relationship takes center
stage. By then the glamorous, androgynous Schwarzenbach, whose own account of the trip can be found in
All the Roads Are Open, is fighting a losing battle with her own drug addiction, and Maillart’s frustrated
attempts to cure her show the profound depth of their relationship.

Complete with thirteen of Maillart’s own photographs from the journey, The Cruel Way is a classic of travel
writing, and its protagonists are as gripping and fearless as any in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can
do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of The Cruel Way: Switzerland to Afghanistan in a Ford, 1939 to
read.

Fatima Leonard:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Cruel Way: Switzerland to
Afghanistan in a Ford, 1939 book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Pierre Winter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Cruel Way: Switzerland to Afghanistan in a Ford, 1939 as the
daily resource information.

Michael Lockwood:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Cruel Way: Switzerland to Afghanistan in a Ford, 1939 can make you sense more
interested to read.
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