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Historians have long analyzed the battles and the military strategies that brought the American Civil War to
an end. Going beyond tactics and troop maneuvers, this book concentrates on the characters of the two
opposing generals--Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant--showing how their different temperaments
ultimately determined the course of the war. As author David Alan Johnson explains, Grant's dogged and
fearless determination eventually gained the upper hand over Lee's arguably superior military brilliance.

Delving into their separate upbringings, the book depicts Grant as a working-class man from Ohio and Lee
as a Virginia aristocrat. Both men were strongly influenced by their fathers. Grant learned a lesson in
determination as he watched his father overcome economic hardships to make a successful living as a tanner
and leather goods dealer. By contrast, Lee did his best to become the polar opposite of his father, a man
whose bankruptcy and imprisonment for unpaid debts brought disgrace upon the family. Lee cultivated a
manner of unimpeachable respectability and patrician courtesy, which in the field of battle did not always
translate into decisive orders.

Underscoring the tragedy of this fratricidal conflict, the author recounts episodes from the earlier Mexican
war (1846-1848), when Grant and Lee and many other officers who would later oppose each other were
comrades in arms.

This vivid narrative brings to life a crucial turning point in American history, showing how character and
circumstances combined to have a decisive influence on the course of events.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Stiles:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant,
Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tyler Woodley:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil
War as your daily resource information.

Ruth Snider:

Often the book Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Battle of
Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lois Schooley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War.
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