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Immediately after World War II, there was little discussion of the Holocaust, but today the word has grown
into a potent political and moral symbol, recognized by all.  In Holocaust: An American Understanding,
renowned historian Deborah E. Lipstadt explores this striking evolution in Holocaust consciousness,
revealing how a broad array of Americans—from students in middle schools to presidents of the United
States—tried to make sense of this inexplicable disaster, and how they came to use the Holocaust as a lens to
interpret their own history.
 
Lipstadt weaves a powerful narrative that touches on events as varied as the civil rights movement, Vietnam,
Stonewall, and the women’s movement, as well as controversies over Bitburg, the Rwandan genocide, and
the bombing of Kosovo. Drawing upon extensive research on politics, popular culture, student protests,
religious debates and various strains of Zionist ideologies, Lipstadt traces how the Holocaust became integral
to the fabric of American life. Even popular culture, including such films as Dr. Strangelove and such books
as John Hershey’s The Wall, was influenced by and in turn influenced thinking about the Holocaust. Equally
important, the book shows how Americans used the Holocaust to make sense of what was happening in the
United States. Many Americans saw the civil rights movement in light of Nazi oppression, for example,
while others feared that American soldiers in Vietnam were destroying a people identified by the government
as the enemy.   
 
Lipstadt demonstrates that the Holocaust became not just a tragedy to be understood but also a tool for
interpreting America and its place in the world. Ultimately Holocaust: An American Understanding tells us
as much about America in the years since the end of World War II as it does about the Holocaust itself.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Here thing why this kind of Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key
Words in Jewish Studies) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish
Studies). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies)
in e-book can be your substitute.

Andrew Waite:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Holocaust: An
American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) suitable to you? The book was written by famous
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish
Studies)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world within this book.

Martha Albarado:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies)
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Geraldine Moreno:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words
in Jewish Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these



books have than the others?
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