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"There are places where history feelsirrelevant, and Americasinner cities are among them," acknowledges
Michael Katz, in expressing the tensions between activism and scholarship. But this major historian of urban
poverty realizes that the pain in these cities has its origins in the American past. To understand contemporary
poverty, he looks particularly at an old attitude: because many nineteenth-century reformers traced extreme
poverty to drink, laziness, and other forms of bad behavior, they tried to use public policy and philanthropy
to improve the character of poor people, rather than to attack the structural causes of their misery. Showing
how this misdiagnosis has afflicted today's welfare and educational systems, Katz draws on his own
experiences to introduce each of four topics--the welfare state, the "underclass" debate, urban school reform,
and the strategies of survival used by the urban poor. Uniquely informed by his personal involvement, each
chapter alsoillustrates the interpretive power of history by focusing on a strand of social policy in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries: socia welfare from the poorhouse era through the New Deal, ideas about
urban poverty from the undeserving poor to the "underclass," and the emergence of public education through
the radical school reform movement now at work in Chicago.

Why have American governments proved unable to redesign a welfare system that will satisfy anyone? Why
has public policy proved unable to eradicate poverty and prevent the deterioration of major cities? What
strategies have helped poor people survive the poverty endemic to urban history? How did urban schools
become unresponsive bureaucracies that fail to educate most of their students? Are there fresh, constructive
ways to think about welfare, poverty, and public education? Throughout the book Katz shows how
interpretations of the past, grounded in analytic history, can free us of comforting myths and help usto
reframe discussions of these great public issues.
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From reader reviews:
Rose Cordeiro:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great dea of author can inspire their
very own reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But
also they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin this world always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their
book. One of them is this Improving Poor People.

Barbara Rubio:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook different you can read a
new book. Itisrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Improving Poor People it is very good to read. There are alot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Flor Rieke:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Improving Poor People can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

William McCoy:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news.
In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media socia including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Improving Poor People when you essential it?
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