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What species occur where, and why, and why some places harbor more species than others are basic
questions for ecologists. Some species simply live in different places: fish live underwater; birds do not.
Adaptations follow: most fish have gills; birds have lungs. But as Patterns in Nature reveals, not all patterns
are so trivial.

Travel from island to island and the species change. Travel along any gradient—up a mountain, from forest
into desert, from low tide to high tide on a shoreline —and again the species change, sometimes abruptly.
What explains the patterns of these distributions? Some patterns might be as random as a coin toss. But as
with a coin toss, can ecologists differentiate associations caused by a multiplicity of complex, idiosyncratic
factors from those structured by some unidentified but simple mechanisms? Can simple mechanisms that
structure communities be inferred from observations of which species associations naturally occur? For
decades, community ecologists have debated about whether the patterns are random or show the
geographically pervasive effect of competition between species. Bringing this vigorous debate up to date,
this book undertakes the identification and interpretation of nature’s large-scale patterns of species co-
occurrence to offer insight into how nature truly works.

Patterns in Nature explains the computing and conceptual advances that allow us to explore these issues. It
forces us to reexamine assumptions about species distribution patterns and will be of vital importance to
ecologists and conservationists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences? Several of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Lefevre:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences ended
up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book
Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Ricky Bodkin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-Occurrences, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

June Slater:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One
of several books in the top list in your reading list is actually Patterns in Nature: The Analysis of Species Co-
Occurrences. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be



precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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