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The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean (1858) is a novel written by Scottish author R. M. Ballantyne.
One of the first works of juvenile fiction to feature exclusively juvenile heroes, the story relates the
adventures of three boys marooned on a South Pacific island, the only survivors of a shipwreck.

The story is written as a first person narrative from the perspective of 15-year-old Ralph Rover, one of three
boys shipwrecked on the coral reef of a large but uninhabited Polynesian island. Ralph tells the story
retrospectively, looking back on his boyhood adventure: "I was a boy when I went through the wonderful
adventures herein set down. With the memory of my boyish feelings strong upon me, I present my book
specially to boys, in the earnest hope that they may derive valuable information, much pleasure, great profit,
and unbounded amusement from its pages."

The account starts briskly; only four pages are devoted to Ralph's early life and a further fourteen to his
voyage to the Pacific Ocean on board the Arrow. He and his two companions – 18-year-old Jack Martin and
13-year-old Peterkin Gay – are the sole survivors of the shipwreck. The narrative is in two parts. The first
describes how the boys feed themselves, what they drink, the clothing and shelter they fashion, and how they
cope with having to rely on their own resources. The second half of the novel is more action-packed,
featuring conflicts with pirates, fighting between the native Polynesians, and the conversion efforts of
Christian missionaries.

Fruit, fish and wild pigs provide plentiful food, and at first the boys' life on the island is idyllic. They build a
shelter and construct a small boat using their only possessions: a broken telescope, an iron-bound oar, and a
small axe. Their first contact with other humans comes after several months when they observe two large
outrigger canoes in the distance, one pursued by the other. The two groups of Polynesians disembark on the
beach and engage in battle; the victors take fifteen prisoners, and kill and eat one immediately. But when
they threaten to kill one of the three women captured, along with two children, the boys intervene to defeat
the pursuers, earning them the gratitude of the chief, Tararo. The next morning they prevent another act of
cannibalism. The natives leave, and the boys are alone once more.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Chaffee:

The book The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Coral
Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a guide The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Keith Abell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Coral Island: A
Tale of the Pacific Ocean. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Charlie Attwood:

The particular book The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Sherri Ellison:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Coral Island: A Tale of the Pacific
Ocean has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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