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Prior to the twelfth century in northern Europe, ships were steered by a quarter-rudder, which was mounted
on the rear side of the vessel. The use of the quarter-rudder persisted up until the fourteenth century in the
Mediterranean. There, two quarter-mounted steering oars were used—a fact that has eluded many, even in
the fields of maritime history.

Far exceeding anything ever before written on the subject, The Development of the Rudder endeavors to
unravel the mysteries of the evolution of a vital piece of seafaring equipment. And in the process, Lawrence
V. Mott answers far-reaching questions on why some technologies develop and endure, while others are soon
replaced. In this first considered historical overview of the rudder, Mott begins his examination in the Roman
period, and from there traces rudder development through the middle centuries to the age of exploratory
navigation, by which time the quarter-rudder had been replaced by the pintle-and-gudgeon rudder.
Throughout, he offers a thorough analysis of the mechanics of these rudder systems, while never losing sight
of the human interest that attends the radical changes brought on by innovation.

With an interpretative eye, Mott examines classical and medieval art illustrating the rudder. This
iconographic evidence is combined with the laws of modern hydrodynamics in order to render a more
accurate description of rudder design and use during a given period. These conclusions are further depicted
in finely rendered line drawings by the author.

The layperson will find in this unique work a penetrating look into the history of technology at sea—a
history that defies the linear constructs often associated with developmental and evolutionary theory.
Maritime historians, nautical archaeologists, and ship modelers will embrace this book as an invaluable
reference, which includes useful appendixes filled with technical data for researchers and scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Gutierrez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale
(Studies in Nautical Archaeology). Try to the actual book The Development of the Rudder: A Technological
Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Amelia Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Pat Clark:

This The Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) is brand new
way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Vickie Gilbert:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Development of the Rudder: A Technological
Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale (Studies in Nautical Archaeology) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it



offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
this.
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