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The Way of Improvement Leads Home traces the short but fascinating life of Philip Vickers Fithian, one of
the most prolific diarists in early America. Born to Presbyterian grain-growers in rural New Jersey, he was
never quite satisfied with the agricultural life he seemed destined to inherit. Fithian longed for something
more—to improve himself in a revolutionary world that was making upward mobility possible. While
Fithian is best known for the diary that he wrote in 1773-74 while working as a tutor at Nomini Hall, the
Virginia plantation of Robert Carter, this first full biography moves beyond his experience in the Old
Dominion to examine his inner life, his experience in the early American backcountry, his love affair with
Elizabeth Beatty, and his role as a Revolutionary War chaplain.

From the villages of New Jersey, Fithian was able to participate indirectly in the eighteenth-century republic
of letters—a transatlantic intellectual community sustained through sociability, print, and the pursuit of
mutual improvement. The republic of letters was above all else a rational republic, with little tolerance for
those unable to rid themselves of parochial passions. Participation required a commitment to self-
improvement that demanded a belief in the Enlightenment values of human potential and social progress.
Although Fithian was deeply committed to these values, he constantly struggled to reconcile his quest for a
cosmopolitan life with his love of home. As John Fea argues, it was the people, the religious culture, and the
very landscape of his "native sod" that continued to hold Fithian's affections and enabled him to live a life
worthy of a man of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Skinner:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip
Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). All type of book
can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kirk Qualls:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) as the daily resource
information.

Richard Osteen:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural
Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Way of
Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early
American Studies). You can more attractive than now.

Maria Mariani:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the



Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) when you essential it?
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