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In the preparations for the German invasion of the Soviet Union, special units known as the Einsatzgruppen
were formed with the special charge of executing Jews, communists, and members of other targeted groups.
Drawn from the S.S., the S.D., and the Gestapo, members of the Einsatzgruppen had the reputation of being
the most cold-blooded of all Nazi killers.

After the war, the German government investigated 1,770 former Einsatzgruppen members and brought 136
of these men to trial. Helmut Langerbein has systematically examined the trial evidence in search of
characteristics shared by these mass murderers. Using a much broader data base than earlier studies had
access to, Langerbein identifies a number of factors that could explain their actions, illustrating each with a
particular person or group of officers.

Particular traits and degrees of anti-Semitism, self-aggrandizement, sense of duty to obey superiors, and peer
pressure may have played a role in the cases of individual officers, but Langerbein concludes that the only
characteristic common to all his subjects was the war itself. It was the extraordinary circumstances and
brutality of the Eastern Front that shaped their behavior. Given the extent of its database, its detailed
analysis, and its careful conclusions, Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass Murder will push historians
and psychologists toward a reappraisal of the Nazi killing machine, the behavior of the men behind the battle
lines, and the overwhelming power of circumstances.

Langerbein’s chilling conclusions challenge the leading theories explaining why people commit mass murder
and will be of intense interest to those concerned with World War II, the Holocaust, Eastern Europe, warfare,
war crimes, genocide, and human behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

The book Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass Murder (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on
Eastern Europe) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass Murder
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass Murder (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26
Series on Eastern Europe) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Stark:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of
Mass Murder (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) as your daily resource information.

Kari Annis:

The book Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass Murder (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on
Eastern Europe) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rubin Bourne:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Hitler’s Death Squads: The Logic of Mass
Murder (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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