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Edward J. Blakely has been called upon to help rebuild after some of the worst disasters in recent American
history, from the San Francisco Bay Area's 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake to the September 11 attacks in New
York. Yet none of these jobs compared to the challenges he faced in his appointment by New Orleans Mayor
Ray Nagin as Director of the Office of Recovery and Development Administration following Hurricane
Katrina.

In Katrina's wake, New Orleans and the Gulf Coast suffered a disaster of enormous proportions. Millions of
pounds of water crushed the basic infrastructure of the city. A land area six times the size of Manhattan was
flooded, destroying 200,000 homes and leaving most of New Orleans under water for 57 days. No American
city had sustained that amount of destruction since the Civil War. But beneath the statistics lies a deeper
truth: New Orleans had been in trouble well before the first levee broke, plagued with a declining population,
crumbling infrastructure, ineffective government, and a failed school system. Katrina only made these
existing problems worse. To Blakely, the challenge was not only to repair physical damage but also to
reshape a city with a broken economy and a racially divided, socially fractured community.

My Storm is a firsthand account of a critical sixteen months in the post-Katrina recovery process. It tells the
story of Blakely's endeavor to transform the shell of a cherished American city into a city that could not only
survive but thrive. He considers the recovery effort's successes and failures, candidly assessing the
challenges at hand and the work done—admitting that he sometimes stumbled, especially in managing press
relations. For Blakely, the story of the post-Katrina recovery contains lessons for all current and would-be
planners and policy makers. It is, perhaps, a cautionary tale.
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From reader reviews:

John Espitia:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The
City in the Twenty-First Century).

Jeremy Turner:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New
Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First Century) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Mary Quinn:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept My Storm:
Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First Century)
suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled My
Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First
Century)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Melinda McKinney:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First
Century) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become
one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The My Storm: Managing
the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First Century) giving you



another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?
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