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In this important new work, Jerry Day brings to light the need for an extensive reinterpretation of the mature
philosophy of Eric Voegelin, based on Voegelin’s published and unpublished appreciation for nineteenth-
century German philosopher F. W. J. Schelling.
Schelling, whom Day maintains was one of the most important guides to Voegelin’s mature philosophy of
consciousness and historiography, has been described as the father of several disparate movements and
schools of continental philosophy—chief among them being “Hegelian” idealism and existentialism. This
characterization implies that Schelling was a scattered thinker with little or no appreciation for philosophy as
a disciplined inquiry into the nature of human affairs.
Voegelin was critical of this portrayal of Schelling. He argued that it lacked proper sensitivity for the
impressive extent to which this giant of continental thought was able to rise above the “creed communities”
of his time and recover the abiding concern of mature philosophers everywhere: the philosophia perennis.
Those who claim that Schelling was scattered have failed, according to Voegelin, to appreciate the
nonideological breadth of this great philosopher, misled by the splinter movements and schools that arose
from mere fragments of his thought. In truth, Schelling founded no school and launched no movement.
Instead, he reasoned with the disciplined integrity and wonder of a “spiritual realist.”
Day argues that Voegelin was a fine interpreter of Schelling, particularly during the decisive years when the
central orientation of Voegelin’s mature thought was beginning to take hold—between the writing of his
History of Political Ideas and its eventual transformation into Order and History. Day gathers an impressive
array of evidence to interpret Voegelin’s little-known support for Schelling’s achievements, while offering
detailed analyses and helpful summaries of a vast body of literature that has yet to be translated into English.
Day’s partial agreement with Voegelin’s uncommon assessment of Schelling provides him with the point of
departure that leads to one of this book’s most distinctive contributions to contemporary thought. It has the
rare ability to help clear the way for philosophical realists to make peace with many of their contemporaries,
giving them further grounds for accepting the strongest anthropological and psychological insights of recent
continental philosophy, while helping them to avoid its tendencies toward nihilistic despair or fideistic
historicism.
By reading each philosopher through the eyes of the other, Day provides an analysis that will be illuminating
for Voegelin scholars and Schelling scholars alike. The book will also appeal to readers with more general
interests in the history and development of continental philosophy, political theory, and comparative religion
over the past century.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Voegelin, Schelling,
and the Philosophy of Historical Existence suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existenceis the one
of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Geraldine Dube:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Voegelin, Schelling,
and the Philosophy of Historical Existence which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Antione Wilson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Josette Leonard:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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