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Poetry. This anthology presents a group of writers and a literary phenomenon that has been unknown even to
Russian readers for 70 years, obfuscated by historical amnesia. Gennady Gor, Pavel Zaltsman, Dmitry
Maksimov, Sergey Rudakov, and Vladimir Sterligov wrote these works in 1942, during the most severe
winter of the Nazi Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944). In striking contrast to state-sanctioned, heroic
"Blockade" poetry in which the stoic body of the exemplary citizen triumphs over death, the poems gathered
here show the Siege individual (blokadnik) as a weak and desperate incarnation of Job. These poets wrote in
situ about the famine, disease, madness, cannibalism, and prostitution around them—subjects so tabooed in
those most-Soviet times that they would never think of publishing. Moreover, the formal ambition and
macabre avant-gardism of this uncanny body of work match its horrific content, giving birth to a "poor"
language which alone could reflect the depth of suffering and psychological destruction experienced by
victims of that historical disaster.

Polina Barskova, a Russian- language poet and scholar of the Siege, edited this volume from archival
materials, and provided guidance to the translators of the poems: Anand Dibble, Ben Felker-Quinn, Ainsley
Morse, Eugene Ostashevsky, Rebekah Smith, Charles Swank, Jason Wagner, and Matvei Yankelevich.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Written in the Dark: Five Poets
in the Siege of Leningrad? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Donald Hamann:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Written in the
Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningradis the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Bonnie Skelton:

The reserve untitled Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad is the book that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Janice Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Written in the Dark:
Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad.
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