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In the 1790s, for the first time, reformers proposed bringing poverty to an end. Inspired by scientific
progress, the promise of an international economy, and the revolutions in France and the United States,
political thinkers such as Thomas Paine and Antoine-Nicolas Condorcet argued that all citizens could be
protected against the hazards of economic insecurity. In An End to Poverty? Gareth Stedman Jones revisits
this founding moment in the history of social democracy and examines how it was derailed by conservative
as well as leftist thinkers. By tracing the historical evolution of debates concerning poverty, Stedman Jones
revives an important, but forgotten strain of progressive thought. He also demonstrates that current
discussions about economic issues?downsizing, globalization, and financial regulation?were shaped by the
ideological conflicts of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Paine and Condorcet believed that republicanism combined with universal pensions, grants to support
education, and other social programs could alleviate poverty. In tracing the inspiration for their beliefs,
Stedman Jones locates an unlikely source-Adam Smith. Paine and Condorcet believed that Smith's vision of
a dynamic commercial society laid the groundwork for creating economic security and a more equal society.

But these early visions of social democracy were deemed too threatening to a Europe still reeling from the
traumatic aftermath of the French Revolution and increasingly anxious about a changing global economy.
Paine and Condorcet were demonized by Christian and conservative thinkers such as Burke and Malthus,
who used Smith's ideas to support a harsher vision of society based on individualism and laissez-faire
economics. Meanwhile, as the nineteenth century wore on, thinkers on the left developed more firmly
anticapitalist views and criticized Paine and Condorcet for being too "bourgeois" in their thinking. Stedman
Jones however, argues that contemporary social democracy should take up the mantle of these earlier
thinkers, and he suggests that the elimination of poverty need not be a utopian dream but may once again be
profitably made the subject of practical, political, and social-policy debates.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Ray:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michelle Johnson:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate
is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

James Marcus:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life at this book An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate. You can more
appealing than now.

Arthur Daniel:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide An End to Poverty?: A Historical Debate can to be your brand-new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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