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Between 2000 and 2011, eight million immigrants became American citizens. In naturalization ceremonies
large and small these new Americans pledged an oath of allegiance to the United States, gaining the right to
vote, serve on juries, and hold political office; access to certain jobs; and the legal rights of full citizens. 

In The Road to Citizenship, Sofya Aptekar analyzes what the process of becoming a citizen means for these
newly minted Americans and what it means for the United States as a whole. Examining the evolution of the
discursive role of immigrants in American society from potential traitors to morally superior “supercitizens,”
Aptekar’s in-depth research uncovers considerable contradictions with the way naturalization works today.
Census data reveal that citizenship is distributed in ways that increasingly exacerbate existing class and racial
inequalities, at the same time that immigrants’ own understandings of naturalization defy accepted stories we
tell about assimilation, citizenship, and becoming American. Aptekar contends that debates about
immigration must be broadened beyond the current focus on borders and documentation to include larger
questions about the definition of citizenship. 

Aptekar’s work brings into sharp relief key questions about the overall system: does the current
naturalization process accurately reflect our priorities as a nation and reflect the values we wish to instill in
new residents and citizens? Should barriers to full membership in the American polity be lowered? What are
the implications of keeping the process the same or changing it? Using archival research, interviews, analysis
of census and survey data, and participant observation of citizenship ceremonies, The Road to
Citizenship demonstrates the ways in which naturalization itself reflects the larger operations of social
cohesion and democracy in America.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the
United States can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Terri Wiggins:

The particular book The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United
States has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Clayton Bruce:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Road to Citizenship: What
Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United States that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for
Immigrants and the United States become your own personal starter.

Lashunda McCloud:

Beside this specific The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United
States in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization
Means for Immigrants and the United States because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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