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Many policymakers argue that the best poverty policy not only provides cash to the poor for subsistence but
also incentives and structures that encourage long-term social and economic improvement. As part of this,
they make the case for Individual Development Accounts (IDAs), a new policy proposal designed to help the
poor save and to build assets. This book explores IDAs to determine their effectiveness.

IDAs are matched savings accounts targeted on low-income, low-wealth individuals. Savings in IDAs are
used for home ownership, post-secondary education, small business development, and other purposes. Do
IDAs work? If they do, for whom? And does how an IDA is designed determine savings outcomes? This
volume is the first analysis of matched savings by the poor to use data from monthly bank statements. It
comes at a critical time, as debate rages over the merits of individual social security accounts. IDAs also
respond to policy that is becoming more asset based and less inclusive of the poor. The authors argue for the
efficacy of IDAs to counter this tendency. They find that while savings outcomes vary among participants,
no characteristics (such as low income or public assistance) preclude saving. They examine effects of IDA
design (the match rate, savings targets, and the use of automatic transfer) on savings results and analyze
factors that influence varying rates of saving and spending over time. They conclude that financial education
and other support services, though costly, improve savings performance. To address the issue of cost they
suggest a two-tier system of IDA design, one with broad access and simple services and the other with
targeted access and intensive services.

Can the Poor Save? offers a wealth of lessons to those interested in saving and asset accumulation among
the poor. It not only breaks new ground in the scientific study of savings behavior, but also offers concrete,
evidence-based recommendations to improve policies designed to encourage the poor to save and how to
make such policies more inclusive.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

The actual book Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts will
bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Can the Poor Save?:
Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Judy Finley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset
Building in Individual Development Accounts can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Charles Melendez:

Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.

Elizabeth Acker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Can the Poor
Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts.
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