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Because screenwriter Robert Riskin spent most of his career collaborating with legendary Hollywood
director Frank Capra, Riskin's own unique contributions to film have been largely overshadowed. With five
Academy Award nominations to his credit for the monumental films Lady for a Day, Mr. Deeds Goes to
Town, You Can't Take It with You, Here Comes the Groom, and It Happened One Night (for which he won
the Oscar), Riskin is often imitated but rarely equaled.

In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin is the first detailed critical
examination of the Hollywood pioneer's life and work. In addition to being one of the great screenwriters of
the classic Hollywood era, Riskin was also a producer and director, founding his own film company and
playing a crucial role in the foundation of the Screen Writers Guild. During World War II, Riskin was one of
the major forces behind propaganda filmmaking. He worked in the Office of War Information and oversaw
the distribution?and later, production?of films and documentaries in foreign theaters. He was interested in
showing the rest of the world more than just an idealized version of America; he looked for films that
emphasized the spiritual and cultural vibrancy within the U.S., making charity, faith, and generosity of spirit
his propaganda tools. His efforts also laid the groundwork for a system of distribution channels that would
result in the dominance of American cinema in Europe in the postwar years.

Riskin's postwar work included his production of the 1947 film Magic Town, the tale of a marketing
executive who discovers the perfect American small town and uses it for polling. What Riskin created
onscreen is not simply a community stuck in an antiquarian past; rather, the town of Grandview observes its
own traditions while at the same time confronting the possibilities of the modern world and the challenges of
postwar America. Author Ian Scott provides a unique perspective on Riskin and the ways in which his
brilliant, pithy style was realized in Capra's enduring films. Riskin's impact on cinema extended far beyond
these films as he helped spread Hollywood cinema abroad and articulated his vision of a changing America.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of
Screenwriter Robert Riskin. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Yvonne Casey:

Typically the book In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Pete Dominguez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin.

Carolyn Treece:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin when you required it?
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