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When we think of breaking images, we assume that it happens somewhere else. We also tend to think of
iconoclasts as barbaric. Iconoclasts are people like the Taliban, who blew up Buddhist statues in 2001. We
tend, that is, to look with horror on iconoclasm.

This book argues instead that iconoclasm is a central strand of Anglo-American modernity. Our horror at the
destruction of art derives in part from the fact that we too did, and still do, that. This is most obviously true
of England's iconoclastic century between 1538 and 1643. That century of legislated early modern image
breaking, exceptional in Europe for its jurisdictional extension and duration, stands at the core of this book.
That's when written texts, especially poems, rather than
visual images became our living monuments.

Surely, though, the story of image breaking stops in the eighteenth century, with its enlightened cultivation
of the visual arts and the art market. Not so, argues Under the Hammer: once started, iconoclasm is difficult
to stop. It ripples through cultures, into the psyche, and it ripples through history. Museums may have
protected images from the iconoclast's hammer, but also subject images to metaphorical iconoclasm.
Aesthetics may have drawn a protective circle around the image, but
as it did so, it also neutralised the image.

The ripple effect also continues across the Atlantic, into puritan culture, into twentieth-century American
Abstract Expressionism, and into the puritan temple of modern art. That, in fact, is where this book starts,
with mid-twentieth-century abstract painting: the image has survived, just, but it bears the scars of a 500 year
history.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Lindsey:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-
American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Under
the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English). You never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Wilfred Walker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in
the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) become
your starter.

David Otten:

This Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) is
great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-
American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt this?

Chantal Dow:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than



other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American
Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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