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Charles A. Bear’s An Economic Interpretation of the United States Constitution was a work of such powerful
persuasiveness as to alter the course of American historiography. No historian who followed in studying the
making of the Constitution was entirely free from Beard’s radical interpretation of the document as serving
the economic interests of the Framers as members of the propertied class. Forrest McDonald’s We the People
was the first major challenge to Beard’s thesis. This superbly researched and documented volume restored
the Constitution as the work of principled and prudential men. It did much to invalidate the crude economic
determinism that had become endemic in the writing of American history.

We the People fills in the details that Beard had overlooked in his fragmentary book. MacDonald’s work is
based on an exhaustive comparative examination of the economic biographies of the 55 members of the
Constitutional Convention and the 1,750 members of the state ratifying conventions. His conclusion is that
on the basis of evidence, Beard’s economic interpretation does not hold. McDonald demonstrates
conclusively that the interplay of conditioning or determining factors at work in the making of the
Constitution was extremely complex and cannot be rendered intelligible in terms of any single system of
interpretation.

McDonald’s classic work, while never denying economic motivation as a factor, also demonstrates how the
rich cultural and political mosaic of the colonies was an independent and dominant factor in the decision
making that led to the first new nation. In its pluralistic approach to economic factors and analytic richness,
We the People is both a major work of American history and a significant document in the history of ideas. It
continues to be an essential volume for historians, political scientists, economists, and American studies
specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Farley:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Walter Taylor:

The book untitled We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Laura Buscher:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This We the People: The Economic Origins of the
Constitution can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Kristen Blasingame:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book We the People: The Economic
Origins of the Constitution has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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