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Borderlands—especially the United States-Mexico borderland—have long served as backgrounds for
depicting social instability, according to Thomas Torrans. And borders—or magic curtains—have readily
been fashioned into exotic backdrops for films, novels, ballads, and tales in which characters shift easily
from one culture to another. The protagonists are equally at home in both societies, or, at worst, at homein
neither.

True border novels form aliterature that deserves a category all its own. There is an uneven quality—a
coarseness sometimes mixed with polish, running the gamut of emotion from the tragic to the comic.

One recent fictional attempt to exploit the border's historical aspects is Fandango by Ron McCoy (1984),
while one of the older effortsisthat of the early twentieth-century novelist Will Levington Comfort in
Somewhere South in Sonora (1925). Border fiction is often just part of alarger whole and a number of books,
whether fiction or nonfiction, seldom if ever cross the magical line between the two cultures. They remain,
for the most part, fully centered in either Mexico or the United States, such as J. Frank Dobie’ s very Texan A
Vaquero of the Brush Country or his personalized account of his equestrian travelsin northern Mexico, first
published as Tongues of the Monte and later as The Mexico | Like.

Film epitomizes the escape across the magic curtain. The Getaway (based on the novel by Jim Thompson) is
exemplary. Carol and Doc (Ali McGraw and Steve McQueen) not only manage the great escape with a
satchel full of stolen money, they do it by fleeing to the border after along brush with death. Filmmakers
have carved movies out of other novels. B. Traven's The Treasure of the Serra Madre and Glendon
Swarthout’s They Came to Cordura are compelling looks at the vast and hard country that the border stitches
together.

Fortunately, corridos—the voice of the people—are not dead. They exist far afield, from the ballads created
around the life and work of California’ s César Chavez and the United Farm Workers of America movement
to the older songs. Numerous ballads cel ebrate incidents befalling those running afoul of the law—from
bandits to smugglers, large landholders, Texas Rangers, and, inevitably, cattle dealers and rustlers. Still
others recount the derring-do of such once well-known figures as Juan Cortina (the “Red Robber of the Rio
Grande”) and Catarino Garza, dreamers of lost causes and proponents of independent border republics.
Corridos also faithfully reflect the latest devel opments—technol ogy and maquiladoras, for example.
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From reader reviews:
Benjamin Ward:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read any book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent al day every day to reading a publication. The book MAGIC CURTAIN it is quite good to read. There
are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read
this book through your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Nathan Marker:

The reason why? Because this MAGIC CURTAIN is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Robert Perkins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying MAGIC CURTAIN that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit al over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick MAGIC CURTAIN become your current starter.

Vincent Mickens:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and MAGIC CURTAIN aswell as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
MAGIC CURTAIN to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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