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Complaints about the decline of critical standards in literature and culture in general have been voiced for
much of the twentieth century. These have extended from F.R. Leavis's laments for a "lost center of
intelligence and urbane spirit," to current opposition to the predominance of radical critical theory in
contemporary literature departments. Humanist criticism, which has as its object the quality of life as well as
works of art, may well lack authority in the contemporary world. Even amid the disruptions of the industrial
revolution, nineteenth-century humanists such as Matthew Arnold, John Ruskin, and Thomas Carlyle could
assume a positive order of value and shared habits of imaginative perception and understanding between
writers and readers. Eugene Goodheart argues that, by contrast, contemporary criticism is infused with the
skepticism of modernist aesthetics. It has willfully rejected the very idea of moral authority.

Goodheart starts from the premise that questions about the moral authority of literature and criticism often
turn upon a prior question of what happens when the sacred disappears or is subjected to the profane. He
focuses on contending spiritual views, in particular the dialectic between the Protestant-inspired, largely
English humanist tradition of Carlyle, Ruskin, Arnold, and D.H. Lawrence and the decay of Catholicism
represented by James Joyce and T.S. Eliot. Goodheart argues that literary modernism, in distancing itself
from natural and social vitality, tends to render suspect all privileged positions. It thereby undermines the
critical act, which assumes the priority of a particular set of values. Goodheart makes his case by analyzing
the work of a variety of novelists, poets, and critics, nineteenth century and contemporary. He blends literary
theory and practical criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Modernism and the Critical Spirit
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Ashley Washington:

Often the book Modernism and the Critical Spirit has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Nancy Jones:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modernism and the Critical Spirit can be the solution,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Dolores Rawson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list is actually Modernism and the Critical Spirit. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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