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The lethal industry that lit the world, explained and illustrated by precise photographs of its weapons
and equipment.

The Hunted Whale is a spectacular photographic exploration of the material culture of American whaling in
the age of sail. Before the coming of steam and diesel ships with instruments of mechanized slaughter, the
hunt was a relatively even contest between two wily mammals?man and the sperm whale. The danger that
lurked in each hunt can be seen in the ultra-light cedar construction of the whale boat that the men “beached”
on the living whale’s back. The gnarled and twisted shapes of surviving harpoons document the tenacity of
the hunters as well as the wounded whale’s manic attempt to break free. Many aspects of the sperm whale’s
unusual physiology are illustrated here, as are the whaler’s personal belongings: hats, gloves, and
scrimshaw?the intricate carvings he made on the whale’s teeth.

Expertly curated and beautifully shot, this magnificent photo essay takes the viewer to the New England
ports of a fledgling America as it struggled to dominate a global industry. Amazing facts, explanatory notes,
and tales from the sea, representing the fruit of years of research, accompany James McGuane’s over 250
masterful photographs. McGuane looks to identify the various motivations that turned ordinary men into
whale hunters. He discovers adventure, greed, courage, escape, gullibility and ignorance.

The book also includes a riveting firsthand account of the hunt, excerpted from naturalist Robert Cushman
Murphy’s Logbook for Grace, a diary he kept of his time aboard the whaleship Daisy in 1912. With The
Hunted Whale, McGuane delivers an engrossing and humane snapshot of a now-vanished age that helped
forge the American nation as we know it.

245 color photographs
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Hunted Whale.

James Boyd:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Hunted Whale reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Hunted Whale as good book but not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Thomas Garrett:

Beside this kind of The Hunted Whale in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Hunted Whale because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from currently!

James Brady:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Hunted Whale to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside
that the book The Hunted Whale can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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