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American public policy has become demonstrably more conservative since the 1960s. Neither Jimmy Carter
nor Bill Clinton was much like either John F. Kennedy or Lyndon Johnson. The American public, however,
has not become more conservative. Why, then, the right turn in public policy? Using both individual and
aggregate level survey data, Marc Hetherington shows that the rapid decline in Americans' political trust
since the 1960s is critical to explaining this puzzle. As people lost faith in the federal government, the
delivery system for most progressive policies, they supported progressive ideas much less. The 9/11 attacks
increased such trust as public attention focused on security, but the effect was temporary.

Specifically, Hetherington shows that, as political trust declined, so too did support for redistributive
programs, such as welfare and food stamps, and race-targeted programs. While the presence of race in a
policy area tends to make political trust important for whites, trust affects policy preferences in other, non-
race-related policy areas as well. In the mid-1990s the public was easily swayed against comprehensive
health care reform because those who felt they could afford coverage worried that a large new federal
bureaucracy would make things worse for them. In demonstrating a strong link between public opinion and
policy outcomes, this engagingly written book represents a substantial contribution to the study of public
opinion and voting behavior, policy, and American politics generally.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Here thing why this specific Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American
Liberalism are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Why Trust Matters: Declining
Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Why Trust Matters:
Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Why Trust
Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism in e-book can be your substitute.

Margaret Gentile:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Why Trust Matters:
Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

David Marx:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Why Trust Matters: Declining Political
Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism as good book not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

David Giles:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual



happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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