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As recently as 1915, when the legendary scholar of Jewish mysticism Gershom Scholem sought to find
someone—anyone—to teach him Kabbalah, the study of Jewish mysticism and Kabbalah was largely
neglected and treated with disdain. Today, this field has ripened to the point that it occupies a central placein
the agenda of contemporary Judaic studies.

While there are many definitions of Kabbalah, this volume focuses on the discrete body of literature which
developed between the twelfth and seventeenth centuries. The basis for most of this kabbalistic literatureis
the concept of the ten sefirot, the complex schema depicting the divine persona, and speculation about the
inner life of God. It maintains the conviction that all human action reverberates in the world of the sefirot,
and thus influences the life of divinity. Proper action helps to restore harmony and unity to the world of God,
while improper action reinforces the breach within God brought about originally through human
transgression.

Collected here in one volume are some of the most central essays published on the subject. The selections
provide the reader with a sense of the historical range of Kabbalah, as well as examples of various kinds of
approaches, including those of intellectual and social history, history and phenomenology of religions, motif
studies, ritual studies, and women's studies. Sections discuss mystical motifs and theological ideas, mystical
leadership and personalities, and devotional practices and mystical experiences.
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From reader reviews:
Ismael Roop:

Here thing why that Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the
ush ports which is the content is as tasty asfood or not. Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on
Jewish Studies) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis
no publication that similar with Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies). It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world whichis
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies) in e-book can be your alternative.

Cory Kyle:

This book untitled Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Pamela Garcia:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Essential Papers on
Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Bruno Reed:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose
the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever smply by searching fromiit. Itis
named of book Essential Papers on Kabbalah (Essential Papers on Jewish Studies). Y ou can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.
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