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Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator and despot, Mao Zedong takes a place among the
iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man
who defined modern China.

From his role as leader of a communist revolution in a war-torn and largely rural country to the disasters of
the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution, the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political
action is highly disputed. With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The first part of the book is
devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist
ideas of the May Fourth era, his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early successes as a nationalist unifier
and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and his eventual transformation into a tyrant.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political
Profiles). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Kim Deyoung:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual
Portrait (Political Profiles) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Syble Mills:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles).

Shawn Mathison:

You can obtain this Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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