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It’s no secret that humans and apes share a host of traits, from the tribal communities we form to our
irrepressible curiosity. We have a common ancestor, scientists tell us, so it’s natural that we act alike. But not
all of these parallels are so appealing: the chimpanzee, for example, can be as vicious and manipulative as
any human.

Yet there’s more to our shared primate heritage than just our violent streak. In Our Inner Ape, Frans de
Waal, one of the world’s great primatologists and a renowned expert on social behavior in apes, presents the
provocative idea that our noblest qualities—generosity, kindness, altruism—are as much a part of our nature
as are our baser instincts. After all, we share them with another primate: the lesser-known bonobo. As
genetically similar to man as the chimpanzee, the bonobo has a temperament and a lifestyle vastly different
from those of its genetic cousin. Where chimps are aggressive, territorial, and hierarchical, bonobos are
gentle, loving, and erotic (sex for bonobos is as much about pleasure and social bonding as it is about
reproduction).

While the parallels between chimp brutality and human brutality are easy to see, de Waal suggests that the
conciliatory bonobo is just as legitimate a model to study when we explore our primate heritage. He even
connects humanity’s desire for fairness and its morality with primate behavior, offering a view of society that
contrasts markedly with the caricature people have of Darwinian evolution. It’s plain that our finest qualities
run deeper in our DNA than experts have previously thought.

Frans de Waal has spent the last two decades studying our closest primate relations, and his observations of
each species in Our Inner Ape encompass the spectrum of human behavior. This is an audacious book, an
engrossing discourse that proposes thought-provoking and sometimes shocking connections among chimps,
bonobos, and those most paradoxical of apes, human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Carroll:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Our Inner Ape:
The Best and Worst of Human Nature? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kurt Hooper:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Our Inner Ape: The
Best and Worst of Human Nature. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Nancy Deanda:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of
Human Nature is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joey Mendoza:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature,
you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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